
Serving
Proclaiming 

and • Acts 20:17-28
 • Matthew 10:18-20
  • Ephesians 4:1-7
   • Hebrews 12:1-3
    • Isaiah 50:4-7

READ

19I served the Lord with great humility and with tears, although I was 
severely tested by the plots of the Jews. . . . 24However, I consider my 
life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete 
the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the 
good news of God’s grace. . . . 27For I have not hesitated to proclaim to 
you the whole will of God. 

Acts 20:19,24,27

Paul gathered the church elders at Ephesus and reviewed what happened 
in the past. Paul reminded them of the model life he has lived as he served 
the Lord. The term Paul used (Greek, douleuo) points to the slave-master 
relationship. Paul’s allegiance to his Lord determined the conduct of his 
ministry, which was characterized by servant leadership.

While anticipating the future, the apostle told the leaders that the Holy 
Spirit has shown him that he would be imprisoned and would experience 
suffering. In spite of this knowledge, Paul did not shrink back from fulfilling 
his task of proclaiming the Good News of God’s grace. His resilient faith 
and character were a worthy example to the Ephesian elders. 

Paul encouraged them to watch themselves and the whole flock, in which 
the Holy Spirit has given into their care and supervision, to shepherd God’s 
church, which He purchased with the death of His own Son. 

RESPOND
•	 Humility	and	single-mindedness	are	two	qualities	
needed	by	Christians	as	they	conduct	their	ministry	in	
the	Lord.	How	do	you	think	can	you	further	develop	
these	traits?	

	 	

	 	

•	 Paul’s	relationship	with	the	believers	at	Ephesus	
showed	his	care	and	love	for	them.	In	what	ways	can	
you	show	your	love	and	care	to	people	around	you?		

	 	

	 	

•	 Think	of	specific	ways	
you	can	serve	and	
love	the	people	in	
your	area	of	influence.	
Write	your	action	

	 plan	and	how	you	can	
fulfill	it.	

•	 Pray	for	the	salvation	
of	your	loved	ones	
and	plan	on	how	

	 you	can	share	to	them	
the	Good	News	of	
God’s	grace.	
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PRAyER REquEStS

Join us for three days in a mid-year prayer and fasting time. As we pray 
and fast, we believe that the Lord God will perform great and amazing 
things in our lives, families, churches, and nation. Here are three devotional 
lessons to help you in your prayer time for the next three days. In these 
lessons, we will study how the Holy Spirit worked in the lives of the Apostle 
Paul, the early church leaders, and believers. 



calling
commissioning 

and • Acts 13:1-12
 • Romans 8:13,14
  • 2 Timothy 1:8,9
   • Isaiah 43:6,7

READ

2While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have 
called them.” 3So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their 
hands on them and sent them off. 

Acts 13:2,3

As the church leaders in Antioch were worshipping the Lord and fasting to 
seek His will, the Holy Spirit spoke to them, telling the church to set apart 
Barnabas and his co-worker Saul for a special calling and mission. The rest 
of the church continued to pray and fast. After consecrating them with 
the laying on of hands, the church commissioned them to go and proclaim 
God’s Word to the Gentiles. 

As followers of Christ, we fast for several reasons. Prayer and fasting helps 
us focus on God and His Word. As we devote our time to Bible reading 
and prayer, we are able to hear what the Holy Spirit is saying. Fasting can 
make us sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit in our lives. It is crucial 
for us to know God’s will and purpose for our lives so that we will not just 
go around in circles. When we hear God’s voice, we are able make the 
right decisions. 

The Holy Spirit is calling people who will share the Good News wherever 
they are. God is just looking for willing and available disciples who will 
obey His call so He can use them to bring His message to those who don’t 
know Him yet. 

RESPOND

•	 What	was	the	situation	when	the	Holy	Spirit	spoke	to	
the	leaders	of	the	church	at	Antioch?	

	 	

	 	

•	 If	you	were	present	at	that	meeting,	what	do	you	
think	would	the	Holy	Spirit	say	about	your	calling?	
What	do	you	feel	is	one	new	task	that	the	Lord	wants	
you	to	do	in	this	season?	

	 	

	 	

•	 Ask	the	Lord	to	reveal	
His	specific	calling	
and	plan	for	your	life.	
As	you	perceive	God’s	
thoughts,	write	them	
on	your	devotional	
notebook.	

•	 Share	that	vision	
	 with	your	Victory	
group	leader	or	

	 prayer	partner	and	
pray	for	its	fulfillment	
in	due	time.	
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Infilling
Empowering 

and • Acts 19:1-12
 • Acts 10:44-48
  • Ephesians 5:15-20
   • 1 Corinthians 2:4,5
    • Isaiah 44:1-5

READ

5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
6When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, 
and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 

Acts 19:5,6

Moving on to Ephesus, Paul found himself in one of the world’s greatest 
religious centers. He met some disciples who needed further instruction 
on the Christian faith. They believed in Jesus as the Messiah, but they did 
not understand the significance of His death and resurrection or the work 
of the Holy Spirit. So Paul explained how they need to believe in Christ and 
how they can receive the Holy Spirit. 

Paul preached the Word of God in the synagogue for two years so that 
everyone living in the province of Asia—both Jews and Greeks—heard 
it. The Holy Spirit empowered him as he proclaimed the gospel. God did 
unusual miracles through him so that towels and aprons that had touched 
his skin were taken to the sick and their diseases were cured and the evil 
spirits left them.

Most of us have a religious upbringing. We may know the basic facts 
of Christianity but most of us often miss out on the knowledge and 
experience of having a relationship with the true and living God.  The Lord 
can empower and enable us to help others understand and lead them to 
grow in their walk with God. 

RESPOND

•	 Have	you	received	the	fullness	of	the	presence	and	
power	of	the	Holy	Spirit?	

	 	

	 	

•	 In	what	tangible	ways	would	you	like	the	Holy	Spirit	
to	empower	you	in	your	daily	life	so	that	people	will	
notice	that	something	is	different	with	you?	

		 	

	 	

•	 Ask	the	Lord	Jesus	
to	baptize	you	with	
the	Holy	Spirit	and	to	
activate	the	spiritual	
gifts	in	your	life	

	 (2	Timothy	1:6,7;	
	 1	Corinthians	12:1-11).	
•	 Pray	for	an	opportunity	
	 to	demonstrate	the	
power	of	the	Holy	

	 Spirit	to	someone	
who	needs	healing,	
deliverance,	advice,	

	 or	encouragement.	
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